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E ARE INCLINED at the beginning of a new 

year to look back with an assessing eye upon 
the year just past and to look forward with a ques- 
tioning eye on the days to come. Have we moved 
ahead towards our goal? Are there favorable signs 
in the offing? 


S I greet you at this happy and solemn season, 

I feel that the Jewish Publication Society is 

at last breaking through the darkness of anti-intel- 
lectualism which has shrouded our country and with 
it American Jewry. We have striven through books, 


now for over seventy years, to place scholarship, 
knowledge and the truth as it has come down to us 
through the centuries at the central core of Jewish 
life. We have shouted the importance of Jewish cul- 
ture to the survival of Judaism. 


OW, we find a readier acceptance of our ideals, 

readier but still not universal, a trend rather 
than a hope fully accomplished. In a fresh climate 
which promises much for the spirit of American 
Judaism, we have the opportunity to do more for 
Jewish scholarship, to raise its level, to extend its 
bounds, to get more and better books into the hands 
of more readers. We need your help, your rededica- 
tion to our purpose, to enable us to take advantage 
of that opportunity. The seeds of Jewish culture in 
our country, long dormant, have begun to sprout; 
to flower they need the sun of your enthusiastic 
support and of thousands of others who have not 
heretofore been members. 


AY the new year bring to you and to the So- 

ciety a fulness of blessings, so that we can 

walk in health and with zeal in the paths of right- 
eousness and of strength. 

EDWIN WOLF, 2nd 

President 
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Book Month: 1959 


The Jewish Book Council of Amer- 
ica has announced November 20th to 
December 20th, 1959, as Jewish Book 
Month. One can only hope that this 
Book Month will be observed as wide- 
ly and as enthusiastically as its pre- 
decessors. 

Book Month is an example of an 
idea that took better hold than its 
originators expected. Maybe it be- 
came popular because there is such 
a pressing need for ideas on program- 
ming in various Jewish institutions. 
We prefer to be more optimistic and 
argue that it took hold for the simple 
reason that Jews are still interested 
in books. In any event, the annual 
report of the Jewish Book Council, 
which sponsors Book Month, points 
invariably to the tens of thousands of 
pieces of literature which the Coun- 
cil distributes in preparation for each 
Book Month, and to the thousands of 
programs which annually take place 
in different parts of the country. 
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Throughout the country, over the 
past few years, JPS has become as 
much a part of Jewish Book Month 
as the annual poster. Program chair- 
men seeking color and actuality dis- 
play JPS book jackets and literatur 
in their exhibitions; those seeking 
lasting and significant results have 
seen to it that each year’s program 
is capped by a discussion of member- 
ship in the Jewish Publication Society. 

For literature and jackets to use 
this year, please write the Executive 
Secretary of the JPS as soon as pos- 
sible; supplies are limited. 











The types of program are in them- 
selves a commentary on Jewish life. 
The easiest to prepare, and therefore 
the most popular, is the program 
which involves a visit by an author 
to talk about his book, or a visit by 
a prominent lecturer talking on the 
vague subject of Jewish books. All 
too frequently the evening is spe 
discussing best-sellers rather tn 
best books. Nevertheless, such pro- 
grams are not to be discouraged since 
they help bring book reading to the 
forefront of people’s consciousness. 

We would like to add one feature 
to Book Month celebrations, namely, 
that admission be charged in the form 
of the purchase of a book at the door. 
The only reservation we would make 
is that the book be something of sub- 
stantial value—Jewishly speaking. 








Tally Time 


New England farmers in some re- 
gions refer to the change of years 
as “tally time” —counting up one 
year’s achievements in preparation for 
the next. 

May we suggest that in their own 
personal tallies at this year-end, our 
members who have not yet done so 
make certain that their dues to the 
JPS for 1959 are paid. This will en- 
sure that they miss none of the books 
they want in the current list, and that 
they are playing an active role in the 
vital work of the Society. 
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SPECIAL PRE-HANUKKAH SALE — The world-famous Soncino editions of the books 
of the Bible, Zohar and Talmud, at discounts of 15%, are available to members of 
the Society as a major feature of this year’s annual sale. With each purchase 
amounting to $5 or more, a free book will be given: Soma Morgenstern’s highly- 


regarded novel, Testament of the Lost Son. 


Purpose of the annual sale is to remind our members that books and member- 
ships in the JPS are the most appropriate of gifts. Society books are available 
at discount during the sale, as are publications of Schocken Books, East and West 
Library of England, the Yale Judaica Series and the new one-volume Standard 





e Encyclopedia, in addition to the Soncino volumes. 


Books of Other Publishers 


The last few years have seen a re- 
vival of interest in American Jewish 
community history. Our own HISTORY 
OF THE JEWS OF PHILADELPHIA by 
Wolf and Whiteman is, of course, 
outstanding in this field. In 1957, Sage 
Books of Denver published Ida Uchill’s 
PIONEERS, PEDDLERS AND TSADIKIM, an 
informative and highly entertaining 
history of the Jewish community of 
Denver. Part of this community’s 
growth was due to a devastating ill- 
ness: no wonder Mrs. Uchill gives one 
chapter the title, “Papa Had a Cold.” 
The volume may be obtained by writ- 
ing to 795 South Jersey, Denver 22, 
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The Jews of Des Moines have had 
their story told more briefly by Frank 
Rosenthal, in a volume published by 
the Jewish Welfare Federation of 
that city. 

The American Jewish Historical 
Society a few months ago published 
Joshua Kohn’s THE JEWISH COMMU- 
NITY OF UTICA, NEW YORK. This is an 
exceptionally well documented story 
of a community that began only about 
a hundred years ago and quickly de- 
veloped its religious and social insti- 
tutions. It parallels the story of 
another New York community (THE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF ROCHESTER, 
by Stuart E. Rosenberg), published 
in 1954 by the Columbia University 
Press. 

Continuing this series of publica- 
tions on American Jewish communi- 
ties, the JPS looks forward to the 
publication of a history of the Jews 
in Buffalo, N. Y. (title to be an- 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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History’s Perspective 


The June issue of the Bookmark announced that the National 


Jewish Welfare Board had presented its 1959 Frank L. Weil Award 
to Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky, Professor of Bible at the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, and Editor-in-Chief of the JPS 
Bible Translation Committee. A portion of the remarks made by 
Dr. Orlinsky upon acceptance of the Award is herewith presented to 


our readers.—THE EDITORS 


IVE YEARS AGO American Jewry cele- 

brated its Tercentenary. Much was 
predicted in the observance of this event, 
dealing with the future of American 
Jewry and Judaism. A remarkable lack of 
historical perspective, and consequent 
immoderate pessimism or optimism, was 
displayed. 

You have heard and read how the Jews 
of Babylonia eventually took over the 
social and cultural life of the Jews of 
Judea when the Second Jewish Com- 
monwealth was destroyed by Rome. You 
are quite aware that the Babylonian 
Jewish way of life, covering the entire 
talmudic and gaonic periods, found a new 
home and new expression in Spain, so 
that in less than 500 years a Golden Era 
of Jewish activity was established once 
more. The great catastrophe which struck 
Spanish Jewry in the fifteenth century, 
in the form of the Inquisition and the 
Exile, found a growing Jewish commu- 
nity in Eastern Europe ready to take up 
and develop further, along its own lines, 
the Jewish culture in Spain and Baby- 
lonia and ancient Judea and Israel. In 
turn, the largest Jewish community in 
the world today, our own American 
Jewry, and the most energetic and 
learned Jewish community, Israel, are 
now looked upon as the heirs of the 
great Jewish traditions and civilization. 

The matter of cultural inheritance 
and adaptation, however, is not simple; 
and too many important, even crucial 
elements tend to be overlooked in the 
sweeping generalizations which are fre- 
quently made. For one thing, Jewish 
history is not confined to one great cen- 
ter at a time. There have always been 


several contemporaneous centers, some 
greater than others, but all simultane- 
ously active and mutually beneficial. 
When Babylonian Jewry stood in its 
fullest glory, there were important Jew- 
ish centers of learning and activity in 
Palestine, in Egypt, in northwest Africa 
and in southern Europe. During the 
Golden Era in Spain, notable Jewish 
communities thrived in Egypt, France, 
Germany, Italy, Bohemia, and elsewhere 
When one talks of Eastern Europea @ 
Jewry, one cannot even for one momen 
overlook the very significant Jewish com- 
munities in Germany, France, Holland 
and Palestine. Consequently, it is a gross 
mistake to speak nowadays of the United 
States and Israel, without mentioning 
in the same breath Canada, Latin and 
South America, England and France 
and, perhaps in the not very distant fu- 
ture, also Poland, Roumania, and Russia. 
Argentina alone is currently publishing 
as many Yiddish books as the United 
States, and our numerous and wealthy 
American Jewry has not equalled the 
very much smaller Jewish community of 
Great Britain in putting out in English 
dress a commentary on the entire Bible 
and complete English translations of the 
Mishnah, the Talmud, and the Midrash. 


From Country to Country 


Of far greater importance, nowevelD 
are the precise circumstances under 
which one Jewish center breathed in 
the life which another was giving up. 
Some historians have turned this histo- 
rical Jewish transmission into something 
mysterious, inevitable, which will always 
happen whenever any major Jewish 
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center is about to die out. Yet the facts 
are clear enough. When the general 
social conditions in a country begin to 
deteriorate, so as to result in widespread 
anti-Jewish feeling and action, the Jews 
are compelled in approximately corre- 
Qi proportion to leave that coun- 
ry. They move to the region or country 
which is sufficiently near and friendly. 
Babylonia was congenial territory for 
the Jews after the destruction both of 
the First and Second Temples. Moslem 
Spain accepted the Jews, and gained 
much prosperity from their activities. 
Poland and Lithuania were relatively 
good hosts to the Jews when Christian 
Spain and other parts of Western Europe 
drove them out. The Jews of Germany 
played an important role in the tremen- 
dous growth of the kingdom of Poland 
in the fourteenth century. The United 
States was a young country, eager and 
able to expand in every direction, and 
the Jews, like the other immigrants, 
were welcomed and encouraged to con- 
tribute their skills. 


ew World Conditions 

This situation no longer obtains. A 
primary reason for the destruction of 
six million Jews in Europe is that no 
country was willing to open its doors 
to them. The economic and social condi- 
tions of most nations today no longer 
make it feasible and useful for those in 
power to permit widespread immigra- 
tion. Consequently, we American Jews 
have been cut off suddenly and complete- 
ly from our forefathers, from our imme- 
diate sources of cultural nourishment, 
from the Yeshivot and Gymnasiums of 
Russia, Poland, Lithuania, Roumania, 
Austria, Germany, and Hungary. 

For us, this is an unparalleled catas- 
trophe. At this moment, when we should 
be striving to build our own American 
Jewish culture with the aid of the best 
that our European Jewish brothers cre- 

ted during the past several hundred 
@:: we find ourselves to a critical 
tent cultural orphans. 


The generalizing writing and teaching 
of history has given most people the im- 
pression that virtually at the very mo- 
ment that Judea was passing away, Jew- 
ish Babylonia became the grown-up 
father of the household; Spanish Jewry 
no sooner breathed its last when Poland 


and Lithuania replaced it in full glory 
and authority. This is so far from being 
true that it can harm us if we fail to see 
the historical development in its proper 
light. 

Writers -and lecturers have taken a 
hasty look about them, have perceived 
the relatively low level of Jewish cul- 
tural activity in this country, and pro- 
ceeded to forsee a declining American 
Jewry. The lecturers condemn the Jews 
of America for being uninterested in 
Judaism, they accuse them of assimila- 
tion and frighten them with the prospect 
of cultural extinction. 


Underrating Our Potential 


Underlying this attitude is not alone 
an incorrect understanding and applica- 
tion of our past history, but also a 
marked lack of respect and appreciation 
of the actual and potential ability and 
learning of the Jews of America. There 
is altogether too widespread an opinion 
that right now, and for all time to come, 
the American Jewish community simply 
lacks the learning and desire to develop 
into a major Jewish center, on a level 
with Eastern Europe, or Spain, or Bab- 
ylonia. Some persons have gone so far 
as to urge strongly, either that Amer- 
ican Jews adapt themselves to, and 
adopt wholesale, the culture of the State 
of Israel, or better still that they move 
en masse to Israel. 

The competent historian does not 
judge the relative merits and values of 
the historic Jewish cultures, accepting 
some and rejecting others. His task is 
to describe them and to account for 
them, to identify the common elements, 
the features which mark them as Jew- 
ish, the ingredients which go to make 
up the continuum in Jewish history. In 
this light, it is false and harmful to 
underestimate the kind of culture which 
the Jews of America have been, and will 
in the future be creating. 


Evidences of Growth 


American Jewry is maturing. It is 
developing concepts and institutions and 
qualities that are distinctively its own. 
Thus it is now a commonplace that one 
of the unique features of American Jew- 
ish life is the Jewish community center, 


(Continued on next page) 
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a phenomenon not readily discerned in 
Jewish history previously. 

Or take the field of Jewish education. 
The earlier, purely secular tendency of 
many Yiddish schools has given way to 
a more sympathetic appreciation of the 
Jewish past. The Reform movement in 
America, once content with Sunday 
schools, now increasingly supports a 
minimum of three days a week of He- 
brew school for its children and youth, 
in addition to adult Jewish education. 
The growth of the all-day schools is fur- 
ther evidence that a number of parents 
want a maximum Jewish education for 
their children, alongside the regular pub- 
lic school education. All these are re- 
flections of a healthy, growing Jewish 
life in America, and—no less important 
—they indicate that far from being the 
fossil of an extinct civilization, the Am- 
erican Jew, democratically and Jewishly 
educated and minded, is responding vi- 
brantly to the challenging stimuli of the 
American scene. This means that the 
need for educators and teachers is be- 
coming increasingly urgent. 


Need for Scholarship 


Jewish scholars, too, are needed in 
this country as never before, and this 
need will continue to grow. The existing 
higher Jewish institutions of learning 
are in constant need of younger men 
to replace the older men on their facul- 
ties. Several secular universities, too, 
are opening departments of Hebraic, 
Judaic and Semitic Studies and Jewish 
scholars are filling these posts. We can 
no longer depend on European Yeshivot, 
Gymnasiums and universities to produce 
our Jewish scholars; neither can Israel 
fill the gap. We must educate our Jew- 
ish scholars ourselves. There is indeed 
a great future for Judaism, and for Jew- 
ish educators and scholars in America. 


National non-political, non-sectarian 


Jewish organizations, such as the Jewish 
Welfare Board, B’nai B’rith, Hadassah, 
and the Jewish Publication Society, have 
before them a remarkable opportunity, 
in fact a duty: to take active part in 
deepening and extending the specifically 
Jewish culture that has already begun 
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Salman Schocken 





Schocken brought to an end the vig ( 
ous career of a man of extraordinar 
and wide-ranging ability, who exerted 
a remarkable in- 
fluence on Jewish 
cultural life on 
three continents. 

A highly suc- 
cessful merchant 
in pre-Hitler Ber- 
lin, Mr. Schocken 
expressed his deep 
interest in Jewish ue 
literature with 
of the Schocken 


The death, on August 6, of vie 





the establishment 
Publishing Co. there, in 1931, pro- 
ducing a significant list of Jewish 9 
books. 


He influenced the development of 
Hebrew literature and the infusi 
therein of European currents, with t 4 
establishment of his second publishing 
firm, in Tel Aviv, in 1936. Nine years 
later, he founded Schocken Books, Inc., 
in the U.S., which published a broad 
list ranging from volumes of specific 
Jewish interest to the works of Franz 
Kafka. Many Schocken books are dis- 
tributed here through the Society; 
their wide circulation will perpetuate 
the concerns and influence of Salman 
Schocken. His death is a loss to all of 
Jewish cultural endeavor. His memory 
will remain for a blessing. 





to develop before our very eyes. This is 
no platitude, no cliché. As Americans 
and as Jews, we stand on the oe 







of what will come to be known in Je 
ish history as the American and Israeli 
Epoch. We and our descendants will de- 
rive the benefits from this development 
in proportion to the active part that we 
play in it. The lives of our children and 
children’s children will be much better 
integrated as Jews and as Americans 
than any preceding generation. 
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Pictured here are the four Covenant 
Books published this year. These 
bring to eight the total of books in 

is series of biographies of colorful 

wish personalities, written to appeal 
particularly to youngsters between 11 
and 15 years of age. 


In order that members may check 
back and make sure that they have 
received whatever books they asked 
for, we give below the titles thus far 
published and those due later in 1959. 
Those already published are: 

AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 
VOLUME 60 

Glueck, RIVERS IN THE DESERT 
(the book has already had 4 
printings) 

Tcherikover, HELLENISTIC CIVILI- 
ZATION AND THE JEWS 

Cheshin, TEARS AND LAUGHTER IN 
AN ISRAEL COURTROOM 


& Covenant Books 
Merriam, THE VOICE OF LIBERTY 
Abrahams, THE UNCOMMON 


SOLDIER 
Hahn, ABOAB: FIRST RABPI OF 
THE AMERICAS 
Rothchild, KEys To A MAGiIc Door: 
IsAAC LOEB PERETZ 
Cecil Roth’s THE JEWS IN THE RE- 
NAISSANCE is due early in Novembey. 
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The only other remaining book is 
Baer’s THE JEWS IN CHRISTIAN SPAIN. 
This work has turned out to be so 
large that it will be to everyone’s 
advantage to break it up into two 
volumes (as it was in the first Hehrew 
edition). The first, we hope, will he 
published before the end of the year 
and the second early in 1960. 





Other Publishers 
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nounced). Its author, Professor Selig 
Adler of the University of Buffalo, 
has collected a tremendous amount of 
material about people and institutions 
which will make an interesting story 
of a very important Jewish commu- 
nity. We hope to publish it in 1960. 
Among other recent books by other 
publishers to which we would call our 
readers’ attention is JUDAISM, by Dr. 
Isidore Epstein. It is a paperback, 
published by Pelican Books. This his- 
tory of Judaism is written from the 
Orthodox viewpoint, even as Bernard 
J. Bamberger’s THE STORY OF JUDA- 
IsM (Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, 1957) is written from the 
Reform viewpoint. Both books were 
broadly conceived and executed. 





Prince of 
the Ghetto 


3 Important New Paperbacks 


Three volumes which have become 
classics since they were first published 
by the Society have now been re-issued 
in paperback editions, co-operatively with 
Meridian Books. 

Priced at $1.45 each and presented in 
covers of striking design, in order to 
reach as wide an audience as _ possible, 
the three books are: 

Judaism and Modern Man, Will Her- 
berg’s re-interpretation of the religious 
beliefs and practices of Judaism, in the 
context of today’s world; 


Prince of the Ghetto, Maurice Samuel’s 


beautiful evocation of the life that & 


in the Jewish settlements of Polan 
through the works of their laureate, J. L. 
Peretz; 

A History of the Marranos, Cecil Roth’s 
moving and incisive record of the secret 
Jews in Inquisition-ridden Spain. 

In all, 12 paperbacks have now been 
published, including works of religion 
and philosophy, history and biography, 
a short novel and a play. 
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